FROM TREXLER ETAL. 



(MON)ll. 1' 04 16: 24/ST. 16: 23/NO. 4860347116 P 5 



Amendments to the Claims : 
1-5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for estimating wire delay, said method comprising: 
formulating a distributed RC model; calculating an approximate delay based on the distributed 
RC model; calculating a capacitance value based on the approximate delay which has been 
calculated; and using the capacitance value in the Elmore Model to estimate the wire delayi 
calculating a wire delay using the Elmore Model without using a distributed RC model, and 
calculating clock skew error using the distributed delay which has been calculated and the wire 
delay which has been calculated usin g the Elmore Model without using a distributed RC model . 

7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 6 S further comprising calculating a time domain 
response relating to the wire. 

K. (Original) A method as recited in claim 7, using the time domain response which has 
been calculated lo calculate the approximate delay based on the distributed RC model. 

9. (Original) A method as recited in claim 6, wherein the capacitance value which is 
calculated is a fraction of a total wire capacitance. 

10-11. (Cancelled) 
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1 2. (Original) A method for calculating clock skew error comprising: formulating a 
distributed RC model; calculating an approximate delay based on the distributed RC model; 
calculating a capacitance value based on the approximate delay which has been calculated; using 
the capacitance value in the Elmore Model to estimate the wire delay; and subtracting the wire 
delay which has been calculaied using the Elmore Model without ushig a distributed RC model 
from the distributed delay which has been calculated in order to calculate clock skew error. 

13. (Original) A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising calculating a time domain 
response relating to the wire. 

1 4. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1 3, using the tinie domain response which has 
been calculated to calculate the approximate delay based on the distributed RC model. 

15. (Original) A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the capacitance value which is 
calculaied is a fraction of a total wire capacitance. 

1 6. (Original) A method as recited in claim 13, further comprising calculating a wire delay 
using the Elmore Model without using a distributed RC model. 
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1 7. (Original) A method as recited in claim 16., further comprising calculating clock skew 
error using the distributed delay which has been calculated and the wire delay which has been 
calculated using the Elmore Model wilhoul using a distributed RC model. 

1 8. (New) A method for estimating wire delay, said method comprising: formulating a 
distributed RC model; calculating an approximate delay based on the distributed RC model; 
calculating a capacitance value based on the approximate delay which has been calculated; using 
the capacitance value in the Elmore Model to estimate the wire delay; calculating a wire delay 
without using a distributed RC model; and calculating clock skew error using the distributed 
delay and wire delay which have been calculated. 

19. (New) A method as recited in claim 18, further comprising calculating a time domain 
response relating to the wire. 

20. (New) A method as recited in claim 19, using the time domain response which has been 
calculated to calculate the approximate delay based on the distributed RC model. 

21 . (New) A method as recited in claim 1 8, wherein the capacitance value which is calculated 
is a fraction of a total wire capacitance. 
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